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Monnica serves as the Division Chief of Strategic

Communications, overseeing the Employee

Relations and Appellate Divisions within the LA

County Public Defender’s Office. Her extensive
‘ 29-year tenure as a Los Angeles County Public
Defender speaks volumes about her dedication
and expertise. Throughout her career, Monnica
has exemplified exceptional service, starting out
as a misdemeanor trial attorney in the Glendale
and Pasadena offices and then as a felony trial
attorney in the Van Nuys, Pasadena and San
Fernando branch offices. Monnica also served
in the Youth Services Division working with our
youngest clients. She has also made significant
contributions in appellate law, handling complex
cases and providing invaluable training on
a variety of issues. Monnica spent the bulk of
her trial career handing high-profile homicide
cases where the government was seeking
the death penalty. Monnica’s commitment
to serve some of our most vulnerable clients
in the most difficult cases underscores her
commitment to our mission and vision.

Beyond her courtroom achievements, Monnica
is a respected lecturer both in-house and at
the annual CACJ/CPDA Capital Case Defense
Seminar, where she provides training on a
variety of issues in the capital defense arena.

Her leadership as the Deputy in Charge at the
San Fernando Branch Office and the Head
Deputy of Employee Relations further highlights
her leadership and management  skills.
Monnica is a proud Southern Californian, having
earned her B.A. from California State University
Northridge and her J.D. from the University of
La Verne College of Law. Outside of work, she
enjoys exploring the world with her husband.
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