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LUIS J. RODRIGUEZ

Division Chief - Youth Services Division

Since 1994, Luis has been an attorney with
the Los Angeles County Public Defender’s
Office. ~ While serving as a trial attorney,
Luis served as Special Counsel to former
Public Defender Michael P. Judge, and has
risen to Division Chief over Youth Services.
As Division Chief over Youth Services, Luis leads
the Office’s key Division in the protection of
Justice involved youth. Additionally, he represents
the Office on the Juvenile Justice Coordinating
Council (JJCC) and serves as co-Chair of
the Juvenile Justice Realignment Block Grant
(JJRBG). Both committees are responsible for
awarding millions of dollars to entities providing
critical resources to Justice involved youth.
Luis has forged strong relationships with both
institutional partners and community leaders.

In 2013, Luis was sworn-in as President of
the State Bar of California. He is the first
Latino and only Public Defender elected
President. Additionally, Luis has taken many
leadership roles such as President of the
Mexican American Bar Assoc., President of the
California La Raza Lawyers Assoc., and member
of the California State Board of Education.

Luis has been honored by the Daily Journal, as
one of the Top 100 Attorneys in California. He
is the recipient of the “Stanley Mosk Defender
of Justice Award” by the California Supreme
Court’s Judicial Council, MABA's “Attorney of the
Year”, Santa Clara Univ. School of Law’s “Social
Justice & Human Rights Award” to name some.

In 2014, Luis was honored to be the Keynote
Speaker at USC Gould School of Law’s Graduation.
USC also named an Immigration Law fellowship
in his honor. He served on former U.S. Senator
Barbara Boxer’s Judicial Evaluation Committee
for the Central District and now serves on Sen.
Alex Padilla’s Judicial Evaluation Committee.
Additionally, he sits as Chair of the Board for KIPP-
Southern CA, a publicschool charter educating
mostly Latine and African-American students.
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