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Justine Esack serves as the Chief Deputy Public 
Defender for Los Angeles County. Appointed in 
April 2020, she oversees the daily operations 
of the Los Angeles County Public Defender’s 
Office, which spans 32 office locations and 
nearly 1,200 employees. Since assuming this 
role, Justine has provided steady operational 
leadership through unprecedented challenges, 
including the COVID-19 pandemic, multiple 
countywide budget crises, significant shifts in 
District Attorney administrations, and periods of 
heightened civic disruption—all while ensuring 
continuity of services and organizational stability.

Justine is widely regarded as a trusted 
executive leader who readily rises to take 
on senior management roles as needed, 
providing continuity, institutional knowledge, 
and decisive leadership during times of 
transition. Her ability to seamlessly assume 
expanded responsibilities has been instrumental 
in maintaining effective operations and 
ensuring the uninterrupted delivery of public 
defense services across Los Angeles County.
Justine began her Public Defender career in the 
training rotation as a Deputy Public Defender 
I in November of 1997. Over the course of 
her nearly 30-year career, she has worked 
in seven different branch and area courts, 
serving in various misdemeanor and felony trial 
assignments, as well as various leadership roles. 
Most recently prior to her current role, Justine 
served as Head Deputy Public Defender for 
Collaborative Courts and Restorative Justice, 
supervising attorneys and paralegals across 
multiple specialized units. In this capacity, she 
played a key leadership role in expanding the 
Client Engagement Navigation Specialist (CENS) 
court co-location program in collaboration 
and the growth of the Homeless Mobile Unit. 

Justine is a fierce litigator, tireless advocate, mentor 
and community educator. Known for her passion 
for true and equitable justice, Justine educates 
community-based organizations, community 
members and healthcare partners on the role of 
public defense within the criminal legal system. 
Justine earned her Juris Doctor from Loyola 
Law School. She is deeply proud to be a 
lifelong Los Angeles County Public Defender.
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