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Graciela Martinez, a prominent figure in the 
intersection of criminal and immigration law, 
serves as an Assistant Public Defender within 
the Los Angeles County Public Defender’s 
executive team. She oversees the Special 
Divisions, which encompass holistic advocacy 
and litigation, including civil commitments, 
immigration, collaborative courts, record clearing, 
mental health, and the Racial Justice Act.

Ms. Martinez’s contributions extend beyond her 
direct responsibilities. She co-authored a chapter 
on the defense of non-citizens in CEB’s esteemed 
treatise, California Criminal Defense Practice, 
and updates it annually. Her articles have been 
published in prominent practice journals, such 
as The Champion, a publication of the National 
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (NACDL).

Ms. Martinez’s advocacy also includes appellate 
litigation. She briefed and argued matters in the 
California Court of Appeals, resulting in favorable 
rulings. Notably, she authored a published opinion 
that upheld a defendant’s right to discovery of 
statements made by a law enforcement officer, 
despite the officer’s claim of a statutory privilege.

Beyond her legal achievements, Ms. Martinez 
actively participates in various committees of 
the California Public Defender’s Association 
(CPDA). She holds the position of past President, 
making her the first Latina and first foreign-
born individual to lead CPDA. Currently, she 
serves as chair of the Immigration Committee 
and is a member of the Legislative Committee.  
Ms. Martinez, a Los Angeles County Deputy 
Public Defender, received the Mary V. Orozco 
Abriendo Caminos Award from the Latina 
Lawyers Bar Association. This award recognizes 
her significant contributions to passing 
legislation that safeguards and promotes the 
rights of noncitizens. Throughout her over three 
decades of service, Martinez has consistently 
upheld criminal justice reform, provided holistic 
representation, and championed the legal 
rights of her neighbors and communities. 
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